
Golborne Community Primary School 

Phonics Phases – Term by Term Expectations and Sequence 

 School Nursery Reception Year 1 

Autumn 1 – 
 
 

Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 4 

General Sound Discrimination 
Aspect 1 

Environmental Sounds 

Group 1: s  a t  p 
Group 2: i  n  m d 
Group 3: g  o  c k 
Group 4:  ck e u r 
Group 5: h b f l 
Group 6: ll ff ss 
 
Phase 2 – I, is, the, to, go, no, has, his, as, of, into 
 

23 GPCs 

 
Group 1:   CVCC (e.g. tent, camp, champ) 
Group 2:  CVCC (e.g. tent, camp, champ) + polysyllabic  
Group 3:  CCVC (e.g. stop, flag, green)  
Group 4:  CCVC (e.g. stop, flag, green) + polysyllabic 
Group 5:   CCVCC (e.g. stand, crust), CCCVCC + polysyllabic 
 
Phase 4 – were, what, like, have, there, here, said, one, house, when, our, your, love, school, then, them, that, this 
 

No new GPCs taught. 

Autumn 2 – 
 

Phase 1 
General Sound Discrimination 

Aspect 2 and Aspect 3 
Environmental Sounds 

Body Percussion 

Spring 1 – 
 

Phase 1 Phase 3 Phase 5 

Phonological Awareness 
Aspect 4 and Aspect 5 

Rhythm and Rhyme 
Alliteration 

Group 1:  j  v  w   x 
Group 2: y  z  zz  qu 
Group 3: ch  sh  th  ng 
Group 4: ai  ee  igh oa 
Group 5: oo, oo,  ar,  or 
Group 6: ur,  ow,  oi,  er 
Group 7: ure,  ear, air 
 
Phase 3 – her, was, you, he, she, we, me, be, they, my, by, are, all, some, come, so, do, little, out 

27 GPCs 
50 GPCs taught in total. 

Choose to Use (Alternative Spellings) 

Group 1:  
ai and ay 
ee and ea 
igh and ie 
oa and oe 
oo and ue 

                                                             5 new GPCs 
Group 2: 
ai, ay and a_e 
ee, ea and e_e 
igh, ie and i_e 
oa, oe and o_e 
oo, ue and u_e 

                                                                        5 new GPCs 

Group 3: 
oi and oy 
ur and ir 
ow and ou 
or and aw 
w and wh 

5 new GPCs 

Group 4: 
air and are 
n and kn 
r and wr 
f, ff and ph 
or, aw and au 

5 new GPCs 

Group 5: 
n, kn and gn 
or, aw, au and ore 
ee, ea, e_e and ey 
ee, ea, e_e, ey and y 
oo, ue, u_e and ew 
 
Group 6: 
air, are, ear 
ur, ir, or 
ch, tch 
j, dge 
ur, ir, or, er 

10 new GPCs 
30 GPCs 

80 GPCs taught in total. 
 

 
 

 
Phase 5 – their, people, Mr, Mrs, oh, these, friend, asked, where, today, once, could, should, would, called, looked, son, says, 
want, after, half, only, with 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2 – 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 1 
Phonological Awareness 

Aspect 6 and Aspect 7 
Voice Sounds 

Oral Blending and Segmenting 



Summer 1 – 
 
 

Consolidate and Review Aspect 7 
 

(if appropriate start Phase 2) 

Phase 2 

Phase 4 Phase 5 

Group 1:   CVCC (e.g. tent, camp, champ) 
Group 2:   CVCC (e.g. tent, camp, champ) + polysyllabic  
Group 3:   CCVC (e.g. stop, flag, green)  
Group 4:   CCVC (e.g. stop, flag, green) + polysyllabic 
Group 5:   CCVCC (e.g. stand, crust), CCCVCC + polysyllabic 
 
Phase 4 – were, what, like, have, there, here, said, one, house, when, our, your, love, school, then, them, that, this 

 
 

No new GPCs taught. 

Switch It (Alternative Pronunciations) 
 
Group 1: 
i    (wind and find) 
o   (pot and cold) 
c   (coat and city) 
g   (gate and gent) 

4 new GPCs 
Group 2: 
u   (pump and unit) 
ow (clown and snow) 
ie   (pie and chief) 
ea   (sea and head) 

4 new GPCs 
Group 3: 
a   (hand and acorn) 
a   (wash) 
ou  (cloud and shoulder) 
o    (soft and money) 
 

4 new GPCs 
Group 4: 
ue (clue, glue and argue, rescue) 
u_e (flute and perfume) 

ew (screw and stew)                                                                                                                                               3 new GPCs 

 
 
Group 5: 
y   (yellow and shy) 
y   (gym) 
ch  (church and chef) 
ch  (school) 
ou  (soup) 

   5 new GPCs 
 

Phase 5 – does, goes, tall, call, small, laughed, why, over, above, love, please, water, because, break, work, who, any, many, 
move, eye 

20 GPCs 
100 GPCs taught in total. 

Group 1: s  a t  p 
Group 2: i  n  m d 
Group 3: g  o  c k 
Group 4:  ck e u r 

Group 5: h b f l 
Group 6: ll ff ss 

 
Phase 2 – I, is, the, to, go, no, has, his, as, of, into 

 
 

 
Summer 2 – 

Phase 2 Consolidate and Review Phase 4  

Consolidate and Review Phase 5  
and move to Year 1 Spelling Rules (see next page) 

Group 1: s  a t  p 
Group 2: i  n  m d 
Group 3: g  o  c k 
Group 4:  ck e u r 

Group 5: h b f l 
Group 6: ll ff ss 

 
 

Phase 2 – I, is, the, to, go, no, has, his, as, of, into 

 
 

NB: This would be the expectation for a 3 term School 
Nursery child. This will differ depending on when the 

child starts in the School Nursery. 

Group 1:   CVCC (e.g. tent, camp, champ) 
Group 2:   CVCC (e.g. tent, camp, champ) + polysyllabic  
Group 3:   CCVC (e.g. stop, flag, green)  
Group 4:   CCVC (e.g. stop, flag, green) + polysyllabic 
Group 5:   CCVCC (e.g. stand, crust), CCCVCC + polysyllabic 
 
Phase 4 – were, what, like, have, there, here, said, one, house, when, our, your, love, school, then, them, that, this 

 
 

No new GPCs taught. 

Choose to Use (Alternative Spellings) 
 

Group 1:  
ai and ay 
ee and ea 
igh and ie 
oa and oe 
oo and ue 
 
Group 2: 
ai, ay and a_e 
ee, ea and e_e 
igh, ie and i_e 
oa, oe and o_e 
oo, ue and u_e 

 
Group 3: 
oi and oy 
ur and ir 
ow and ou 
or and aw 
w and wh 

 
Group 4: 
air and are 
n and kn 
r and wr 
f, ff and ph 
or, aw and au 

 
Group 5: 
n, kn and gn 
or, aw, au and ore 
ee, ea, e_e and ey 
ee, ea, e_e, ey and y 
oo, ue, u_e and ew 
 
Group 6: 
air, are, ear 
ur, ir, or 
ch, tch 
j, dge 
ur, ir, or, er 
 
Phase 5 – their, people, Mr, Mrs, oh, these, friend, asked, 
where, today, once, could, should, would, called, looked, 
son, says, want, after, half, only, with 
 

Switch It (Alternative Pronunciations) 
 

Group 1: 
i    (wind and find) 
o   (pot and cold) 
c   (coat and city) 
g   (gate and gent) 
 
Group 2: 
u   (pump and unit) 
ow (clown and snow) 
ie   (pie and chief) 
ea   (sea and head) 

 
Group 3: 
a   (hand and acorn) 
a   (wash) 
ou  (cloud and shoulder) 
o    (soft and money) 

 
Group 4: 
y   (yellow and shy) 
y   (gym) 
ch  (church and chef) 
ch  (school) 
ou  (soup) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phase 5 – does, goes, tall, call, small, laughed, why, over, 
above, love, please, water, because, break, work, who, any, 
many, move, eye 

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Spelling Sequence 

Group 1 – Adding /s/ and /es/ 

Group 2 – Adding /ing/ 

Group 3 – Adding /ed/ 

Group 4 – Adding /er/ 

Group 5 – Adding /est/ 

Group 6 – Adding /un/ 

Group 7 – Compound Words 

 


