
Progression in VIPERS Skills and Objectives (Reading Content Domains) 

Year 2 – Year 6 

 

 Year 2 Year 3 and Year 4 Year 5 and Year 6 

Vocabulary 
1a/2a 

• discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, 
linking new meanings to known vocabulary  

• discussing their favourite words and phrases  

• drawing on what they already know or on background 

information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 

1. To use a dictionary to check the meanings of words. 
2. To explain the definition of the word X. 
 
 
 

• using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have 
read  

• checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context  

 
1. To use dictionaries to check the definition of X that we have read.  
2. To explain the definition of the vocabulary X in a sentence 

(context).  
3. To retrieve vocabulary which matches a given definition. 
4. To find and copy vocabulary which matches a given definition. 
5. To identify vocabulary which is closest in meaning. 
6. To find and copy vocabulary which is closest in meaning.  

• checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their 
understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  

 
1. To explore and explain the definition of the vocabulary X in 

context. 
2. To retrieve vocabulary which matches a given definition. 
3. To find and copy vocabulary which matches a given definition. 
4. To identify vocabulary which is closest in meaning 

(synonymous). 
5. To find and copy vocabulary which is closest in meaning 

(synonymous).  

Year 2 
dictionary 

definition, glossary 
 

Year 3 
definition 

in context (in this sentence) 
 

Year 4 
definition, in context (in this sentence) 

multiple meanings/definitions 
 

Year 5 
definition, in context  

synonym, synonymous, antonym 

Year 6 
definition, in context  

synonym, synonymous, antonym 
positive/negative connotation 

Infer 
1d/2d 

• making inferences on the basis of what is being said 
and done  

 
1. To infer how the character X feels. 
2. To make inferences about X. 
 
 
 

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions, and justifying inferences with 

evidence  

1. To find evidence, from the text, to support the character X’s 
emotions. 

2. To find evidence, from the text, to support the character X’s 
thoughts. 

3. To find evidence from the text to support a given idea. 
4. To infer the character X’s emotions based on given evidence from 

the text. 
5. To infer the character X’s thoughts based on given evidence from 

the text X. 
 

Year 4 only 
6. To suggest an impression of the character X based on evidence 

from the text X.  
7. To explain a character’s reaction based on evidence from the text 

X.  
 

• provide reasoned justifications for their views  

• drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence  

 

1. To justify (identify the evidence) a given 
opinion/impression/inference of/related to X. 

2. To formulate an opinion/impression/inference of/related to X 
based on given text evidence.  

3. To give a fully explained and justified 
opinion/impression/inference of/related to X with evidence from 
the text. 

 
 

Year 2 
infer 

feelings 

Year 3 
infer, evidence 

emotions, thoughts, actions 

Year 4 
infer, evidence 

opinion, impression, reaction 
 

Year 5 
infer, evidence, justify (prove) 
opinion, impression, reaction 

personality/character 
 

Year 6 
infer, evidence, justify (prove) 

opinion, impression, 
personality/character 

 

Predict 
1e/2e 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and 

implied  

 

1. To predict what may happen next in the story X. 
2. To predict what may happen in the future in the story 

X. 
 
 
 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 

1. To predict possible outcomes for X from stated details. 
2. To predict possible outcomes for X from implied details. 
 

• predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 

1. To justify a given prediction related to X. 
2. To explain a prediction related to X and justify it. 
 

Year 2 
predict 

Year 3 
predict 

Year 4 
predict 

Year 5 
predict 

Year 6 
predict 



Explain 
2f/2g/2h 

 • discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest 

and imagination  

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to 

meaning  

 
Content and Meaning -2f 
 
1. To identify key structural features of a X (text/genre). 
2. To identify key language features of a X (text/genre). 
3. To recognise the purpose of a X (text).  
 
 
Comparisons – 2h 
 
1. To identify similarities between the characters X and X in the text 

X. 
2. To identify differences between the characters X and X in the text 

X. 
 
3. To make comparisons in the text X. 
 
Choice of Language – 2g 
 
1. To identify words or phrases that help the reader to feel X. 

 
2. To explain the impact of the author’s words on the reader. 

 

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and 

across a wide range of writing  

 
• making comparisons within and across books  

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including 

figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  

• identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute 

to meaning  

Content and Meaning -2f 
 
1. To identify features of the genre X. 
2. To recognise the author’s techniques of X in the text X. 
3. To explain the effect of the author’s techniques of X/language in 

the text X. 
 
Comparisons – 2h 
 
1. To compare across sections of the text(s) X. 
2. To compare themes across the text(s) X. 
 
Choice of Language – 2g 
 
1. To explain how the author creates an atmosphere of X in the 

text X. 
2. To identify when the atmosphere changes in the text X. 
 
Year 6 only 
3. To identify the author’s tone in the text X. 
4. To explain how the language affects the tone of in the text X. 

 
5. To identify a theme in the text X. 

Year 3 
explain, author 

simile  

Year 4 
structure, purpose 

 similar, differ/different, compare 
explain, author, impact 

metaphor 

Year 5 
protagonist, antagonist 

compare  
author’s intention, atmosphere, 

tension 
simile, metaphor, personification 

 

Year 6 
protagonist, antagonist 

compare  
atmosphere (mood), tension, tone 

(attitude) 
simile, metaphor, personification, 

idiom, oxymoron 
theme 

 

Retrieve 
1b/2b 

• answering and asking questions  

• being introduced to non-fiction books that are 

structured in different ways  

1. To retrieve answers to questions about X from the 
text. 

2. To recognise and explain the structure of non-fiction 
books.  

 

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

 

1. To link key words between questions and the text X. 
2. To retrieve and record key details about X. 
3. To retrieve and record information about X from non-fiction. 
 

• distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

• retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

 

1. To retrieve and record information about X from non-fiction. 
2. To identify facts about X. 
3. To identify opinions about X. 
4. To distinguish between facts and opinions about X. 

Year 2 
retrieve, contents page, index, glossary, image, captions 

Year 3 
retrieve 

 

Year 4 
retrieve 

Year 5 
retrieve 

fact, opinion  

Year 6 
retrieve 

fact, opinion  

Sequence/Summarise 
1c/2c 

• discussing the sequence of events in books and how 

items of information are related  

1. To sequence information about X. 
2. To sequence plot points in the story X. 
3. To sequence events in the story X. 

 
 

• identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and 

summarising these  

 

1. To identify the main points about X in a text. 
2. To retell the main points in a section of the story X. 
 

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 

paragraph, identifying key details to support the main ideas  

 

1. To retell the key details in a section of a story/of a text X. 
2. To summarise the character X /the plot/events/key details using 

more than one paragraph/section of the text X. 

Year 2 
sequence, first, then, next, after that, finally, chronological order  

Year 3 
sequence, events 

summarise 

Year 4 
sequence, events 

summarise 

Year 5 
sequence, events 

summarise 

Year 6 
sequence, events 

summarise 



NFER  

 

Year 1 – Question Stems 

Who/What/Where/When/How/Why? 

What did X think…? 

How did X feel…? 

The word X tells us… 

What might happen…? 

 

Year 3 – Question Stems 

Who/What/Where/When/How/Why? 

Find and copy… 

What does X tell you…? 

Draw three lines… 

Number these events 

Write two/three things… 

What does this tell you about…? 

Write two/three reasons… 

Some people think X is X. What did she/he do in the text that might make people think this? 

Write down two/three ways… 

True/False 

Explain why… 

What do you think X was thinking when…? Write his/her thoughts in the bubble. 

 

 



Year 4 – Question Stems 

What was X compared to? 

How is an X different from an X? 

X and X react differently to… Put ticks to show how each character reacted. 

Explain how… 

How does the writer show…? 

How can you tell…? 

How do you know…? 

What was the reason…? 

 

Year 5 – Question Stems 

What evidence from the text tells the reader…? 

Describe what X is like using evidence from the text to support your answer. Think about her character. 

Describe X’s character… 

What does this description tell us…? 

How has the writer made the area… appear…? 

Series of statements – Do you agree with X, X or X? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer. 

What clues are there that…? 

How does the writer create tension…? Explain fully referring to the text in your answer. 

X’s feelings change at different points in the story. Based on the text, explain how X was feeling and why he/she was feeling that way. 

 


