
 

 

Reading Spine 

Our Reading Spine is carefully designed to give children a rich and balanced reading diet across Years 1–6, blending fiction, non-
fiction and poetry. Each class has an allocated set of class novels (or picture books in Year 1) which are read in full, ensuring 
that children experience complete stories, strong characters and rich discussion.  

We have chosen to repeat some authors across the years (e.g. Allan Ahlberg, Roald Dahl and Michael Morpurgo) so that 
children can make connections in style, themes and voice. At the same time, a wide range of authors, genres and cultures are 
represented to ensure breadth and variety. Classics from both British and world literary heritage, such as Charlotte’s Web, Oliver 
Twist and Shakespeare stories, are woven throughout the spine, giving children access to enduring texts that have shaped 
literature and continue to inspire readers today. 

The class novels are chosen not only for their literary quality but also for how they link with our school values and themes. 

The Guided Reading Spine is deliberately tied to the wider curriculum as we know that background knowledge underpins 
comprehension.  

In Years 3–5, Guided Reading includes a short novel studied in full, alongside other extracts and chapters from different texts. 
This provides the right balance between deep, extended reading and broad exposure to a variety of different texts. 

Alongside this, poetry is woven throughout every year group, ensuring children engage with rhythm, language, performance and 
meaning in varied forms. 

 

 



Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn Term 

Class Novels 
Ruby's Worry – Tom 

Percival (F) 
Not Now Bernard – 
David McKee (F) 

Mr Creep the Crook 
– Allan Ahlberg (F) 
After the Fall – Dan 

Santat (F) 
 

The Owl who was 
Afraid of the Dark – 
Jill Tomlinson (F) 

 

The Sheep Pig – 
Dick King-Smith (F) 

Varjak Paw – SF 
Said (F) 

 

The Demon 
Headmaster – Gillian 

Cross (F) 
 

Letters from the 
Lighthouse – Emma 

Carroll (F) 
 

Guided Reading Texts 

Vlad and the Great 
Fire of London – 

Kate Cunningham (F) 
 

Toby and the Great 
Fire of London – 

Margaret Nash (F) 
 

Grammarsaurus 
Year 1 – All about 

Giraffes (NF) 
 

 
Dog in the 

Playground - Allan 
Ahlberg (P 

Get Up, Elizabeth! – 
Shirin Yim Bridges 

(F) 
 

Our Queen 
Elizabeth: Her 

Extraordinary Life 
from the Crown to 
the Corgis – Kate 

Williams (NF) 
 

Grammarsaurus 
Year 2 – Owls (NF)  

 
 

Father Christmas 
Needs a Wee – 

Nicholas Allan (F) 
 

One Snowy Night – 
Nick Butterworth (F) 

 

Frog and Toad Are 
Friends – Arnold 

Lobel (F) 
 

Mimi and the 
Mountain Dragon – 

Michael Morpurgo (F) 
 

Mountains of the 
World - Dieter Braun 

(NF) 
 

Mountains – A 
Dazzling Geographic 

Journey – World 
Feature Focus (NF) 

 
Baby in a Buggy – 

Andy Tooze 

I Talk Like a River – 
Jordan Scott (F) 

 
When the Giant 
Stirred – Celia 

Godkin (F)  
 

Escape from Pompeii 
– Christina Balit (F) 

 
Grammarsaurus Year 
4 – Volcanoes (NF) 

 
Grammarsaurus Year 
4 – Worst Eruptions 

in History (NF) 
 

Alternative Santa - 
Roger McGough (P 

Akimbo and the 
Elephants – 

Alexander McCall 
Smith (F) 

 
Rain Player – David 

Wisniewski (F) 
 

The Maya and 
Chichen Itza – Ben 

Hubbard (NF) 
 

Poems about 
Migration Collection: 
The New School and 

Everyone Comes 
from Somewhere – 
Michael Rosen (P) 

The Lion and the 
Unicorn – Shirley 

Hughes (F) 
 

Rose Blanche – Ian 
Mcewan (F) 

 
Grammarsaurus 

Year 6– The Diary of 
Anne Frank (NF) 

 
 
The Christmas Truce 
– Carol Ann Duffy (P) 



The Jolly Christmas 
Postman – Allan 

Ahlberg (F) 
 

The Snowman – 
Raymond Briggs (F) 

 
The Owl and the 

Pussycat - Edward 
Lear (P) 

Spring Term 

Class Novels 

Dog's Don't do Ballet 
– Anna Kemp (F) 

How to Catch a Star 
– Oliver Jeffers (F) 
The Storm Whale – 

Benji Davies (F) 
I Want My Hat Back- 

Jon Klassen (F) 

The Hodgeheg – 
Dick King-Smith (F) 

 

Bill’s New Frock – 
Anne Fine (F) 

 

The Butterfly Lion – 
Michael Morpurgo  

The Boy at the Back 
of the Class – Onjali 

Q Rauf (F) 
 

Wonder – R.J. 
Palacio (F) 

 

Guided Reading Texts 

Dogger – Shirley 
Hughes (F) 

 
Toys in Space – Mini 

Grey (F) 
 

The Teddy Robber – 
Ian Beck (F) 

 
Naughty Bus – Jan 

Oke (NF) 
 

Traction Man is Here 
– Mini Grey (F) 

The Penguin Who 
Wanted to Find Out – 

Jill Tomlinson (F) 
 

The Ice Bear – 
Jackie Morris (F) 

 
The Rainbow Bear – 
Michael Morpurgo (F) 

 
RMS Titanic – 

Grammarsaurus (NF) 
 
 

The Legend of Spud 
Murphy – Eoin Colfer 

(F) 
 

The Dragon’s Hoard 
– Lari Don (F) 

 
You Wouldn’t Want 

to be a Viking 
Explorer – Andrew 

Langley (NF) 
 

The Diary of a Killer 
Cat – Anne Fine (F) 

 
A Roman Adventure 
(The Histronauts) – 

Frances Durkin 
(F/NF) 

 
Romans on the 

Rampage – Jeremy 
Strong (F) 

 
The Usborne Official 

Roman Soldier’s 

Cloud Busting – 
Malorie Blackman (F) 

 
The Great Kapok 

Tree – Lynne Cherry 
(F) 

 
The Vanishing 

Rainforest – Richard 
Platt (F) 

 
 

The British – 
Benjamin Zephaniah 

(P) 



 
Lost in the Toy 

Museum – David 
Lucas (F) 

 
The Velveteen 

Rabbit – Margery 
Williams (F) 

 
*Grammarsaurus – 

Year 1 Narratives (F) 
 

Fish Tales - Jane 
Newberry (P) 

Cat Rap - Grace 
Nichols (P) 

 
Please Mrs Butler - 
Allan Ahlberg (P) 

 

Grammarsaurus 
Year 3/4– Viking 
Longships (NF) 

 
School Tomorrow 
Excuses for Mum - 
Joseph Coelho (P) 

Handbook – Lesley 
Sims (NF) 

 
 

The Space on the 
Page - Michael 

Rosen (P) 

I Am Malala – Malala 
Yousafzai (Prologue) 

(NF) 
 
 

Life Doesn’t Frighten 
Me - Maya Angelou 

(P) 

Summer Term 

Class Novels 
The Lion Inside – 
Rachel Bright (F) 

Julian is a Mermaid – 
Jessica Love (F) 

Bog Baby – Jeanne 
Willis (F) 

Alan's Big Scary 
Teeth – Jarvis (F) 

The Storm Whale – 
Benji Davies (F) 

 

The Enchanted 
Wood – Enid Blyton 

(F) 
 

Charlotte’s Web – 
E.B. White (F) 

 

Matilda – Roald Dahl 
(F) 

The Last Bear – 
Hannah Gold (F) 

 

No Ballet Shoes in 
Syria – Catherine 

Bruton (F) 
 

Guided Reading Texts 
Dolphin Boy – 

Michael Morpurgo (F) 
 

Julian at the 
Wedding – Jessica 

Love (F) 
 

The Secret of Black 
Rock – Joe Todd 

Stanton (F) 
 

The Amelia Jane 
Collection – Enid 

Blyton (F) 

Fantastic Mr Fox – 
Roald Dahl (F) 

 
Grammarsaurus – 
The Little Mermaid 
(Part 1 and Part 2) 

(F) 

The Iron Man – Ted 
Hughes (F) 

 
You Wouldn’t Want 

to be a Victorian 
Miner – John Malam 

A Shakespeare 
Story: Twelfth Night – 
Andrew Matthews (F) 

 
The Story of 

Tutankhamun - 
Patricia Cleveland-

 
Shakespeare –  

The Tempest (F) 
 

The Highway Man – 
Alfred Noyes (P) 

 



Traction Man and the 
Beach Odyssey (F) 

 
Grammarsaurus 
Year 1 – Marine 
Animals – What 

Lives in our Oceans? 
(NF) 

 
Grammarsaurus 

Year 1- A Day in the 
Life of a Pirate (F) 

 
Where Teachers 
Keep Their Pets - 
Paul Cookson (P) 

 
The Seagulls - 

Michael Rosen (P) 

 
Why did the Shang 
Write on Turtles? 

And Other Questions 
about the Shang 

Dynasty – Tim Cooke 
(NF) 

 
Chocolate Cake – 
Michael Rosen (P) 

and David Antram 
(NF) 

 
Oliver Twist and 

other Great Dickens 
Stories – Marcia 

Williams (F) 
 

Goldilocks on CCTV - 
John Agard (P) 

Peck & Isabel 
Greenberg (NF) 

 
Grammarsaurus 

Year 5/6– The Story 
of Juliane Koepcke 

(F/NF) 
 

The Malfeasance - 
Alan Bold (P) 

 

 


